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ETUC/EPSU/Uni Europa/ETF/ETUCE

PRESS RELEASE – 5 April 2004

President Prodi shares trade union concerns on future 

of public services in the EU

“ The longer we wait for positive concrete action on Services of General Interest (SGI), the harder it becomes to demonstrate that workers’ rights and public services remain part of the EU equation. Otherwise, all that will be left is growing  citizens’ disenchantment with the EU.” This was the key message an ETUC-headed delegation also composed of its service federations, EPSU, UNI-Europa, ETF and ETUCE, conveyed to the President of the Commission, Romano Prodi, at a meeting on 31 March in Brussels.

The ETUC pressed President Prodi to take action on a regulatory framework on SGI, in line with Parliament’s request of last January.  Enlargement and pending internal market proposals make the need for a legal counterweight to market forces all the more pressing. Competition rules must be brought into line with the general interest while an evaluation of ongoing liberalisation process must be carried out based on quality service, employment and social criteria.

Whereas conclusions have yet to be drawn on the consultation process on the Green Paper on SGI, a new draft directive on Services in the Internal Market is being rushed through in Council. 

 “Services of General Interest are crucial not only for public sector workers but for all citizens in the enlarged European Union. If the social market economy is to have any meaning, it is unacceptable that the EU is giving high priority to a free market of services directive while blocking proposals to strengthen workers’ rights and commitment towards quality and accessible public services.” said Józef Niemiec, ETUC Confederal Secretary.

Unions also expressed concerns on the way the Commission has processed the responses to the Green Paper. “ Whether you represent millions of workers and citizens, or a single company does not matter to the Commission’s evaluation of the responses made to the Green Paper. They are all put on an equal footing” said the ETUC delegation.  

President Prodi stated that the initial evaluation of the consultation process on the Green Paper on SGI shows that there is broad agreement on the need to clarify Community rules in relation to the role of SGI.  He referred to the “harsh” political climate in the EU. Noting the disproportionate weight of competition and internal market views, the ETUC urged the President to show leadership in meeting EU citizens’ fair and realistic expectations for a social Europe. 

There was agreement that the proposed Services directive strengthens the case for putting in place a positive legal framework on SGI. A White Paper on SGI is now being drawn up by Prodi’s services and is stated to be published by end the month.  
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	The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) was established in 1973 to provide a trade union counterbalance to the economic forces of European integration. Following the changes in Central and Eastern Europe, a large number of new trade unions have joined our ranks.



	www.etuc.org
Tel.: +32 2 224 04 11

Fax: + 32 2 224 04 55

etuc@etuc.org
	At present, the ETUC has in its membership 77 National Trade Union Confederations from a total of 35 European countries, as well as 11 European industry federations, making a total of 60 million members. Other trade Union structures such as Eurocadres (the Council of European Professional and Managerial Staff) and EFREP/FERPA (European Federation of Retired and Elderly Persons) operate under the auspices of the ETUC. In addition, the ETUC coordinates the activities of the 39 ITUCs (Interregional Trade Union Councils), which organise trade union cooperation at a cross-border level.

The ETUC is recognised by the European Union, by the Council of Europe and by EFTA as the only representative cross-sectoral trade union organisation at European level.

President: Cándido Méndez Rodríguez (UGT, Spain)

ETUC General Secretary: John Monks 
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	The European Federation of Public Service Unions, EPSU, is a free and democratic Federation of independent trade union organisations for employees in public services in Europe. EPSU is a member of the ETUC. 

	www.epsu.org
Tel: + 322 250 10 80

Fax: + 322 250 10 99

epsu@epsu.org
	The Federation speaks on behalf of over 180 public sector unions representing 10 million organised workers in national and European administrations, local and regional government, health and social services and public utilities (energy, waste, water). The EPSU was founded in 1978.

President: Anna Salfi of FP-CGIL, Italy

Vice-President: Anne-Marie Perret , FGF FO France

EPSU General Secretary: Carola Fischbach-Pyttel
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	The European Transport Workers’ Federation ETF is a new and the only pan-European trade union organization embracing transport trade unions from all geographic Europe: from Albania to United Kingdom. The ETF was created in Brussels in June 1999.ETF is a member of the ETUC

	www.itf.org.uk/ETF
Tel: +322 285 46 60

Fax: +322 280 08 17

etf@etf.skynet.be
	The ETF has affiliated 196 unions organizing workers in railways, road transport, maritime transport, ports and docks, inland navigation, civil aviation, fisheries, and tourism services. The ETF represents some three million workers from 38 European countries.
President: Wilhelm Haberzettl, Gewerkschaft der Eisenbahner, Austria

Vice-President: Graham Stevenson, TGWU, UK

ETF General Secretary: Doro Zinke
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	The European Trade Union Committee for Education, ETUCE, which was established in 1975, represents 81 teachers' unions in 19 European Union (EU) and European Free Trade Association (EFTA) countries.  ETUCE is composed of national organisations of teachers and other staff in education being member organisations of Education International (EI) or the World Confederation of Teachers (WCT). ETUCE is a member is the ETUC.

	www.csee-etuce.org
Tel: +322 224 06 91

Fax: +322 224 06 94

secretariat@csee-etuce.org
	It has 53 associated member organisations in 24 Central and Eastern European countries.  The total coverage in Europe amounts to 134 organisations representing around 9 million members.

President: Doug McAvoy

Vice-Presidents: Paula Borges, Christoph Heise, Georges Vansweevelt

ETUCE General Secretary: Jörgen Lindholm



	[image: image4.jpg]o CUropd




	UNI-Europa is a European trade union federation for services and communication.  UNI-Europa has 320 affiliates and speaks for 7 million organised workers in the commerce, finance, telecommunication, postal, graphical, cleaning, security, business services, IT, personal services, social protection, leisure, sport, media and entertainment sectors.

	www.uni-europa.org
Tel: +322 234 56 56

Fax:+322 235 08 70

Uni-europa@union-network.org
	UNI-Europa is a member of the ETUC.
UNI-Europa co-presidents are Roland Issen (ver.di, Germany) and Tony Young (CWU, UK).

UNI-Europa Regional Secretary:  Bernadette Tesch-Ségol
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